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Creating Templates That Work

Why Changing the Unit Template Matters

yourself, your team and your teachers:

Student
Learning

N

mission and vision?

what do we end with?

TEMPLATES ARE LIKE PUZZLES

Each piece of a template should be purposeful and relate back to the vision
of what curriculum is at your school or district.

Section Descriptions on a template help break up the different
groups of curriculum information.

Examples:

What do we want students to know and be able to do?
How will we know students are learning?

How will we design learning experiences for all learners?
How will you know they have learned?

The categories you use in a template should be in line with
the language you use when talking about curriculum.
Including making them bilingual when helpful.

LESS IS MORE

START WITH WHAT IS IMPORTANT

Brainstorm! Sketch out ideas or use post-its to create a mock-up and ask

2. When we talk about the components of curriculum what do we talk about?

1. What do we base our curriculum on - is it standards or objectives? is it content? is it our

3. How do we want teachers to think about creating curriculum? What do we start with and
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~ Content @

View Standards Alignment Detals

A

Section Description
Skills @

Section Description
~  Assessments

Be reflective about what you really want captured and identify a
purpose and a reason for having a category.

+ Define each category, if some are redundant, remove one.
+ Determine how the information captured will be used.

* Ensure curriculum writers understand what is wanted in the
category and bring in professional learning when needed.

Examples:

Standards  Essential Questions Assessments Literacy
Content Enduring Understandings  Differentiation  Interdisciplinary
Skills Big Ideas Resources Reflections
Objectives  Learning Activities Assessments Unit Review
Content @

BIOg Post What we want students to know and about

Reading
¢ Characters and
* Setting
« Sequence of e

Writing & Grammal

* Subjects and pi

the unit or topic we are teaching.

Our content reflects:

 The facts, concepts, generalizations and principles
that are the focus of our curriculum.

* Consciously understood factual information

* What students can explain to others

« Write a paragraph to summarize a story




TEMPLATES CHANGE wiant Examples:

Head to our Padlet! It has a variety of
Priorities in schools change based on the needs of students . .
templates, blogs and guides to provide

and new research. Don't let the template become stagnant inspiration and ideas.

and out of date. A great time to make changes is at the end

of the academic year!

HOW CURRICULUM IS CAPTURED IMPACTS THE REPORTS AVAILABLE

Free Text Category A reporting option for free text categories:

Used for capturing text that will change with each unit.

Majority of the categories in a template are a free text g
Select Mapping Category:  siils s View Report
category.
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Team, Atlas Cody, Donna* 2 Curriculum Developers
A = Reading: Guided Reading Groups @ 15t Quarter Grammar @ Reading:Reading to Comprehend Text. ©
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+ Engage n conversation about the story
o Identify story problem
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During the Reading iddle and end

Identify the main idea and supporting detalls

LA R

Identiy the lesson/theme

Distinguish important detals from unimportant details

¢ Discerning the major pieces of a story will help students understand the big
picture.

« Story elements enhance reading and listening comprehension Review the curriculum written in one course side
. |Retelling story elements enhances reading and listening comprehension by side Wlth other grades or courses using a
Scope and Sequence report.

Tracking Alignment A reporting option for tracking alignment:

Used for capturing very specific information that is
tracked and counted over the course of the academic

Subject . Grade/Course Targeted Standards ~ Assessed
year. Typically used for Standards, Objectives or School Standards
i = — N E—
created learning outcomes. @ () | CCss: ELA&Literac... | CCSS: Kinderga...  35/g1 (439%) 30/81 (37%)

[

i ] | | [
4 L) CCss: ELA & Literac... | CCSS: Grade 1 66/89 (74%) 61/89 (69%)

| ‘il | 1)

# [ CCSs: ELA & Literac... | CCSS: Grade 2 68/80 (85%) 37/80 (46%)
~ Standards & Benchmarks @ [
# [J  CCSS: ELA & Literac... = CCSS: Grade 3
Choose Standards 93/97 (96%) 31/97 (32%)
CCSS: ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects K-5
CCSS: Grade 2
Reading: Foundational Skills
Fluency
RF.2.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
Keep track of the standards that have been taught
a. Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. x
Speaking and Listening 1 1

i or assessed. Get a quick list of the standards that

1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of i i ith di , building on others’ ideas and expressing their owr] . .

oy i pesaieh: have yet to be covered using a Standards Analysis
SL.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger x
o report.
SL.2.1a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about X
the topics and texts under discussion). 1
SL.2.1b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others. x

2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.2.2. Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. x
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Checklist Category

Great option when you have specific items that need
to be captured, but you don't need to know how often
they are selected.

Technology Integration

[ Blogging Students who are ready for an extension

) Gaming activity will create a blog from the perspective
[} Internet-based Research of one of their characters.

[ Learning Management

System £

) Mobile Apps

[} Online Multimedia

) Social Networks

[} Wikis or other Collaborative
Platforms

Assessment Method Category

The assessment method drop down can be
customized to fit the assessment needs of the school.

Make sure that there is a common understanding for
the items and to avoid repetition, keep them high

A reporting option for checklist categories:

Kindergarten: 4!5

Grade 5:18.9% ~
N

Grade 1: 16.2%

Grade 2: 21.6%

e
Grade 4: 31.1%

Grade 3: 8.1%

Search for a particular term or concept and see
where it is taught in a Search report and view
results as a pie chart.

A reporting option for assessment categories:

Add Assessment x
Assessment Name Unit Targeted Standards Additional Standards
CCSS: ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects K-5
Assessment Method CCSS: Grade 2
Oral Assessment I Reading: Literature

., Key Ideas and Details
Used in this Course (Times Used) 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to

make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence

WeEenTesei1e) when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the
Whitten Product 9) text Assessed i this...

§ () RL2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, Uit 0)
Performance / Recital (8) when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key Coursaf 0}

details in a text.
Authentic / Transfer Task (5) etalls Ina tex
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop

(Oral AssessricHElS) and interact over the course of a text. Assessed in this...
Project / Portfolio (4) £ RL:2.3. Describe how characters in a story respond to major unit )

events and challenges. sl
Multi-media / Technology Product (1)
5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific
All Assessment Methods sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (g, a
section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole. Assessed in this...

©Add an Attachment "
() RL.2.5. Describe the overall structure of a story, including it (0)

describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ‘Course NI (1)
ending concludes the action.

Cancel No Standards aligned in this Assessment Sive

2,152 Assessments Displayed by Assessment Methods
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© Oral Assessment @ Authentic / Transfer Task Multiple Choice Project / Portfolio
® Performance / Recital @ Multi-media / Technology Product Written Test

® Written Product

See the types of assessments given to a particular
class, subject, grade or school. Using the Assessment
Method report provides a breakdown of the
assessments in a pie, bar or list chart.
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